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MEDIA RELEASE  
For Immediate Release 
 
 

ARTISTS WITH DISABILITIES TAKE CENTRE STAGE IN 
FIRST KIAT LIM-SHAPING HEARTS AWARDS 

Inaugural awards presented art scholarships, bursaries and early 
intervention grants to 83 persons with disabilities 

 
Singapore, 25 September 2025 — The North East Community Development 

Council (NE CDC) presented the inaugural Kiat Lim–Shaping Hearts Award, 

supported by the Lim Family Foundation this evening at The Fullerton Hotel 

Singapore, a meaningful celebration of inclusivity and the arts. The event, 

graced by Mr David Neo, Acting Minister for Culture, Community and Youth, 

honoured 83 persons with disabilities with art scholarships, bursaries, and 

early intervention grants to support their artistic development. 

 

The Kiat Lim–Shaping Hearts Award supports persons with disabilities at all 

life stages through art – from early intervention for children under seven 

through the new Budding Award, to professional development for youth and 

adults with disabilities through bursaries and scholarships. The Award marks 

a significant step towards making art education more accessible to persons 

with disabilities.  

 

This initiative is made possible by a S$1 million, five-year commitment from 

Mr Kiat Lim, patron of Shaping Hearts and also Executive Vice Chairman of 

Thomson Medical Group, Chairman of RSP and President of Valencia Club de 

Futbol. 

 

Mayor Baey Yam Keng of North East District said, “The Kiat Lim-Shaping 

Hearts Award reinforces our commitment to ensure that persons with 

disabilities have equal access to opportunities that support their growth, 

creativity, and confidence. This initiative is not only a recognition of their 

artistic talents – it reflects our collaborative strength when we rally behind 

inclusion. With dedicated partners like Kiat, whose support goes beyond 
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funding to strategic collaboration, we can build larger platforms and create a 

lasting impact for our artists.” 

 

Empowering Artists Across All Stages 

 

The awards are presented in three categories: 

 

1. Kiat Lim-Shaping Hearts Shining Award – for artists demonstrating 

advanced proficiency and professional potential. Recipients receive an 

award plaque and $5,000. 

 

2. Kiat Lim-Shaping Hearts Encouraging Award – for individuals using art 

in daily life for personal or social development. Recipients receive an 

award plaque and $2,000. 

 

3. Kiat Lim-Shaping Hearts Budding Award – for children below seven, 

using art as an early intervention tool. Recipients receive an award 

plaque and $1,000. 

 

The awards support recipients’ needs, including training to explore new art 

forms, using art to build communication and motor skills, and purchasing art 

materials. Past awardees from NE CDC’s HeARTS Award have gone on to 

pursue formal art education, mentor peers, and exhibit their works publicly. 

 

“This initiative is about creating real opportunities for persons with disabilities 

– not just to showcase their artistic talent, but to be embraced as an integral 

part of Singapore. I believe that when we give persons with disabilities the 

support and visibility they deserve, we create a stronger and more 

compassionate society. I am proud to stand behind an initiative that uplifts 

these voices and helps them shine through the Lim Family Foundation,” 

shared Mr Kiat Lim. 
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A Star-Studded Evening of Art and Inclusion 

 

The evening featured a special appearance by Mr JJ Lin, Founder & CEO of 

JFJ Productions, who joined Minister David Neo, Mayor Baey Yam Keng, 

Minister of State Desmond Choo, and Mr Kiat Lim in completing a 

collaborative artwork with a Shaping Hearts special needs artist. The piece 

will be displayed at upcoming Shaping Hearts 2025 exhibitions. 

 

Guests were also treated to a moving performance by Adelyn Koh, a young 

artist with special needs, before the awards presentation and a silent auction 

in support of artists with disabilities. 

 

For many recipients, the recognition was a catalyst for growth. “Receiving the 

Shining Award pushed me to take my art to the next level,” said Ang Le En, 

Ashley, award recipient. “It gave me the support and belief I needed to try 

new techniques, explore new ideas, and take more pride in what I create.” 

 

Building an Inclusive Arts Ecosystem 

 

The Kiat Lim-Shaping Hearts Award is part of NE CDC’s broader mission to 

foster inclusion through the arts. Together with partners, NE CDC continues 

to grow Shaping Hearts as Singapore’s largest inclusive arts festival, providing 

platforms for persons with disabilities to showcase their talents, inspire the 

community, and pursue meaningful livelihoods through their art. 

 

For more information on the Kiat Lim-Shaping Hearts Award, visit: 

https://shapinghearts.cdc.gov.sg/awards/  

 

- END - 
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About North East Community Development Council (NECDC) 
Led by Mayor Baey Yam Keng, NECDC is driven by its mission to create a caring and inclusive 
community. It creates tailored programs and initiatives to address evolving resident needs, 
especially in the face of complex social challenges like the rising cost of living, a dynamic job 
market, an ageing population, and the need to foster an inclusive society with a strong social 
compact. By collaborating with partners and implementing targeted programs, NECDC aims 
to enhance social capital and provide support to disadvantaged families, children, seniors, 
unemployed individuals, and people with disabilities, all with the goal of ensuring everyone 
can thrive and lead better lives in the North East. 
 
Please visit https://northeast.cdc.gov.sg/ for more information. 
 
Facebook | Instagram | Tik Tok: @necdc 
 
About Shaping Hearts 
Organised by North East CDC, Shaping Hearts is an annual inclusive event that seeks to bring 
everyone together to build a more inclusive community through art. We celebrate the artistic 
talents of persons with disabilities by providing a platform for them to showcase their talent 
in visual and performing arts. The event also serves as a one-stop shop for corporate 
partners, community partners and the public to purchase artworks and merchandise crafted 
by artists with disabilities. Through this event, we hope to generate greater awareness and 
acceptance of the disabled community, supporting them to lead better lives. 
  
For more information on Shaping Hearts 2025, please visit shapinghearts.cdc.gov.sg.  
 

 
 
About Lim Family Foundation 
Led by Singaporean businessman and philanthropist Peter Lim, with his son, Kiat Lim, the 
foundation is rooted in the belief that no one should be denied the chance to pursue their 
dreams. Since 2009, the family has committed over S$60 million to a broad range of causes, 
with a strong emphasis on education, youth sports, environmental sustainability, and 
community support. Their philanthropic efforts have enabled thousands of young people, 
particularly those from less privileged backgrounds, to access scholarships, pursue their 
passions, and build better futures. By tapping into their extensive network of business leaders 
and global celebrities, the Lim family also brings heightened visibility and support to the 
causes they champion. 
 
 
For media enquiries, please contact: 

Ms Natalie Ng 
H/P: 8382 3662 
Email: natalie@aprw.asia 

Ms Nurul Umairah 
H/P: 8157 6081 
Email: umairah@aprw.asia 

https://northeast.cdc.gov.sg/
https://northeast.cdc.gov.sg/
https://shapinghearts.sg/
mailto:natalie@aprw.asia
mailto:umairah@aprw.asia
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Annex A  
 

Grant Type Kiat Lim-Shaping Hearts 
Shining Award 

Kiat Lim-Shaping Hearts 
Encouraging Award 

Kiat Lim-Shaping Hearts 
Budding Award 

 
Description For beneficiaries (7 years old 

and above) who have attained a 
good level of art proficiency 
and will like to further develop 
their skills professionally, 
including but not limited to: 

• Learning a new art 
medium 

• Engaging a professional 
mentor/tutor to improve 
their current skills 

 
 

For beneficiaries (7 years old 
and above) who use art as a 
foundation in their daily living 
to express themselves and for 
personal development, 
including but not limited to: 

• Using art as a means of 
communication 

• Developing fine and 
gross motor skills 

• Developing social skills 
 

For beneficiaries (below 7 
years old) who use art for early 
intervention to develop 
important daily living skills 
including but not limited to: 

• Developing fine and 
gross motor skills 

• Developing social skills 
 

Eligibility 
Criteria 

N.A Gross Per Capita Income of $1,500 and below 
 

 1. Applicant must be a participant of Shaping Hearts OR residing in the North East district. 
 

2. Applicant must be a Singapore Citizen OR Permanent Resident (with at least 1 Singapore 
Citizen family member in the household) AND certified to have a permanent disability, which 
includes any of the following: 

• Physical Disability 
• Visual Impairment 
• Deafness 
• Autism Spectrum Disorder 
• Intellectual Disability 

 
Other conditions not listed may be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
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Application 
Frequency 

One-time only (each applicant 
may only receive the Shining 
Award once) 
 

Eligible to apply once every 24 
months 

Eligible to apply once every 24 
months 

Award Quantum $5,000 
 

$2,000 $1,000 
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Annex B 
Translated Terms 
 

English Terms Translated Terms 
(Mandarin, Malay, Tamil) 

North East Community 
Development Council 

东北社区发展理事会 
Majlis Pembangunan Masyarakat (CDC) 
North East 
வடகிழக்கு சமூக மேம்்ப்ாடட்ு ம்ன்ம ் 

Shaping Hearts 心艺同心 

Kiat Lim-Shaping Hearts 
Awards 

林伟杰—心艺同心奖 

Mr David Neo 
Acting Minister for Culture, 
Community and Youth and 
Senior Minister of State, 
Ministry of Education 

梁振伟 
文化、社区及青年部代部长兼教育部高级政务部

长 
 
Pemangku Menteri Kebudayaan, Masyarakat 
dan Belia merangkap Menteri Negara Kanan, 
Kementerian Pendidikan 
 
மடவிட ்நிம ா 
த ்காலிக கலாசார, சமூக, இளை ர ்
அளேசச்ர,் மூத்த துளை அளேசச்ர,் 
கல்வி அளேசச்ு 

Mr Baey Yam Keng 
Mayor of North East District 
Minister of State for Ministry 
of Transport and Culture, 
Community and Youth 

马炎庆  
东北区市长  
交通部兼文化、社区及青年部政务部长  
 
Datuk Bandar, Daerah Timur Laut 
Menteri Negara, Kementerian Kebudayaan, 
Masyarakat dan Belia & Kementerian 
Pengangkutan  
 
மே ர,் வடகிழக்கு வட்டாமர ் 
துளை அமைசச்ர ் 
ேபாக்குவரத்து அமைசச்ர ் 
கலாசார, சமூக, இளை ர ்அமைசச்ர ் 

Mr Desmond Choo 
Minister of State for Defence 

朱倍庆 
国防部政务部长 
 
Menteri Negara, Kementerian Pertahanan 
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டடஸ்ேை்ட் சூ 
துளை அளேசச்ர,் த ்காப்பு அளேசச்ு 

Mr Kiat Lim 
Executive Vice Chairman of 
Thomson Medical Group 
Chairman of RSP 
President of 
Valencia Club de Futbol 

林伟杰 
康盛医疗集团执行副主席  
雅诗柏设计事务所主席 
主席, 巴伦西亚足球俱乐部 

Lim Family Foundation 林家基金会 

Shining Hearts Award 闪耀同心奖 

Encouraging Hearts Award 鼓舞同心奖 

Budding Hearts Award 新育同心奖 

 


